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For Immediate Release
TO PMs, WEDNESDAY, MAY 2L, 19ulk,

Young hunters with BB guns and air rifles were warned today by the Fish and
Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior not to exercise their hunting
instincts on insect-eating birds protected under the terms of the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act. TFor killing such birds sentences can range as high as a $500 fine or
six months in jail or hoth,

In its vacation-time reminder, the Service pointed out that the birds have
high economic value, and advised hinters to look before they shoot.

A large percentage of all birds is protected under Federal treaties and acts.
Among the protected birds are the night-hawks, swifts, hummingbirds, woodpeckers,
tanagers, larks, swallows, tit-mice, creepers, wrens, thrushes (including robins
and blue-birds), mocking-birds (including catbirds), warblers, pipite, wax-wings,
flycatchers, shrikes, vireos, meadowlarks (including orioles and blackbirds),
sparrows and finches.

The so-called English sparrow, which is not a true sparrow, is not protected
under Federal law,
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